Sturgeon lake central school
Land-based program
“The land is where our roots are. The children must be taught
to feel and live in harmony with the Earth”
Maria Montessori

INDIGENOUS EDUCATION
INDIGENOUS WAYS OF KNOWING
CULTURAL IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT
LEARNING CORE SUBJECTS ON THE LAND
HONORING OUR LANGUAGES
LISTENING TO THE STORIES
CAREER VISIONING & PLANNING
SURVIVAL SKILLS
A COMMUNITY OF TEACHERS
“RESPECTING ALL OUR RELATIONS”

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Land-based Teacher: Tanya McCallum
Phone:
W (306) 764-5506 C (306) 960-5633
Email : t_mac2008@hotmail.com
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Sturgeon lake central school
Land-based program
“No matter how dominant an ideology is, thre are always other ways
of interpreting the world and how we teach from that frame of
thought. Colonialism has tried to maintain a singular social order
through law and policies suppressing indigenous ways of knowing and
connections to the environment”
Dr. Alex Wilson Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Tanya McCallum BEd., MEd.
Philosophy of Education
“Our cultures, languages, and ways of
knowing are rooted in the lands we
occupy. We must take schooling out on
the land so that youth can become
connected to who they are while learning
the very best that education has to offer.”
All students are unique and each come to school with their own
knowledge and skillsets. They have dreams, talents and interests. As a
teacher, my role is to help build on their strengths so they can become
independent thinkers through land-based education. The land is the
teacher and healer. I develop activities for mental, spiritual, emotional,
and physical development with links to family, community, and nation. I
want my students to make connections with the world around them and
to be open-minded. Community involvement is an essential aspect of
land-based education. It is the elders, hunters, trappers, fishers, and
gatherers of medicines and foods that are the teachers of Indigenous
education in northern Saskatchewan.
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We need to Empower Learners by
Transforming Learning Environments
that Reflect First Nations ways of Thinking and Being. The
lands, lakes, and rivers are the schools and classrooms where
wisdom is passed on from one generation to the other.
Students learn provincial curriculum content while being
entrenched in their own cultural ways of life.
(Tanya McCallum B.Ed., M.Ed.,)

Land Based Education…. What Is It?
▪ It is a model of education that allows students to learn on the land;
▪ It is an approach to teaching and learning that relies on a balance of
Indigenous Ways of Knowing and core school subjects;
▪ It recognizes the strong connection Indigenous people have with the
lands and territories they occupy;
▪ It allows students an opportunity to develop an interdependent
worldview while engaging in activities for mental, spiritual,
emotional, and physical growth;
▪ It is the foundation for culture identity and language development;
▪ It is the key to learning environmental stewardship and sustainable
ways of thinking and being;
▪ It links Youth with Elders, Traditional Knowledge Keepers, and
Traditional Land Users.
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WHAT NEEDS TO UNFOLD FOR LAND-BASED
EDUCATION TO BE
EFFECTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL?

•
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Strong community involvement and school administration support;
Professional development on Land-based Education;
Indigenous materials and resources for teachers;
Land-based equipment, transportation, and classroom space;
Access to land, lakes, rivers, hunting & fish camps, ceremonial sites;
Elder Guidance and adherence to cultural protocols;
Indigenous Ways of Knowing;
Indigenous ontologies, epistemologies, methodologies, and pedagogies;
Knowledge of the social, historical, economic, political, and cultural realities of First
Nations people in Canada;
Seasonal cycle Way of Life activities;
Teaching Knowledge of provincial curriculum outcomes;
On-the-Land excursions, field trips, and outdoor experiential activities;
Formal vs Informal learning. Take lessons outside the formal setting, where the land
becomes your classroom;
Student engagement, active participation, and indirect learning;
Learning objectives, What Do You Want Your Students to Walk Away With?
Project-based teaching & learning that benefits the community;
Go ‘Above & Beyond’ take on a big project where students can participate;
Learner-centered and Whole Child Focus;
Build relationships with participants and communities
Network with other Land-based Education Teachers.

“THE LAND IS A PART OF WHO WE ARE”
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Sturgeon lake central school
Land-based program
The northern landscape is our classroom

Learning – sharing- knowledge
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Learning culture & language

CULTURAL IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT
CREATING A SENSE OF BELONGING
LAND ROOTEDNESS
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BUILDING ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS
HUNTING – FISHING – TRAPPING
GATHERING

Land-based Education Produces a New Generation of
Stewards of the Land
REACHING INTO THE PAST
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LeARNING FROM our ELDERS
LISTENING TO ANCESTRAL STORIES

SUSTAINABLE WAYS OF LIVING
OFF THE LAND
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LeARNING FROM OUR COMMUNITY
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Connections to core subjects

Hunters, Trappers, Fishers, Gatherers - Ways of Knowing
Resonate with Astronomy, Geography, Ecology, Animal
Habitats, Bird knowledge, Predicting Weather, Biology,
Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Plants, Medicines, Fish
and Water Sciences, History….many other core areas…
.

10

Indigenizing curriculum
LAND-BASED EDUCATION BREATHES LIFE INTO
TEACHING AND LEARNING

“Land based education has been here for thousands of
years. Our Indigenous knowledge systems are made up of
complex strands of wisdom passed on from one
generation to another. If we fail to include culture, ways
of knowing, and languages in the curriculum, then we are
failing our great grandfathers who fought for “Indian
control over Indian Education”.
Tanya McCallum
SLCS Land-based teacher
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